Year 10 Senior Pathways and
Subject Information Evening

Year 11 - 2027



Information this afternoon

 What is a QCE and how do | achieve it?
 What is an ATAR and how do | achieve it?
e Senior Secondary Agreement

e Advice for Year 11 and 12 including myths

e Opportunities and vast subject offerings including vocational
education, school-based traineeships and apprenticeships

e Other options offered by our school — university subjects, work
experience

e Subject selection process - different to other year levels and years

« SETP — Senior Education and Training Plan



Our Goals

e Every student is in the best course of study for them
* 100% QCE by the end of Year 12

* 100% meaningful pathway
* Less subject changes over the course of the two years
« 100% successful in gaining access to university through QTAC, or
* 100% completion of VET, TAFE and certificate courses or
e 100% successful pathway into traineeship or apprenticeship

e External pathway if required e.g. Trade School, TAFE, Work

Student Mental Health and Wellbeing



Message to parents/carers

e Support your student in making an informed
decision

e Senior Subject Course Guide
* Videos on our school website

=




What Is the QCE?

The QCE is Queensland’s senior
schooling qualification.

 Internationally recognised
 Shows student achievement
» Flexible

* Wide range of learning options




How does the QCE work?

e Set amount: 20 credits
e Set pattern:

— 12 credits from completed
Core courses

— 8 credits from Core, Preparatory
& Complementary courses

 Satisfactory completion
e Literacy & numeracy
e Academic integrity



Set amount

20 credits from a range of learning options:
« QCAA courses

» General subjects
* Applied subjects
« Short Courses

« Senior External Examination syllabuses

* Vocational Education and Training (VET) certificates or
gualifications

e Other recognised studies



Set pattern: Core courses

« 12 credits from completed Core courses

Course Credits per course
QCAA General subjects and Applied subjects up to 4
QCAA General Extension subjects up to 2
QCAA General Senior External Examination subjects 4
Certificate Il qualifications up to 4
Certificate Il and IV qualifications (includes
traineeships) upto 8
School-based apprenticeships up to 6

Recognised studies categorised as Core credit varies



Set pattern: Preparatory courses

Maximum of 4 credits from Preparatory courses

Course Credits per course
QCAA Short Courses
« QCAA Short Course in Literacy 1

« QCAA Short Course in Numeracy

Certificate | qualifications upto 3

Recognised studies categorised as Preparatory credit varies



Set pattern: Complementary courses

Maximum of 8 credits from Complementary courses

Course Credits per course

QCAA Short Courses
« QCAA Short Course in Aboriginal & Torres Strait

Islander Languages 1
e QCAA Short Course in Career Education
University subjects (while enrolled at a school) up to 4
Diplomas and Advanced Diplomas up to 8

(while enrolled at a school)

Recognised studies categorised as Complementary credit varies



Set standard

*QCE credits are accrued when the set standard for each
subject/course has been met.

Depending on the course, that may be:

e satisfactory completion

e (grade of C or better

e competency or gualification completion
e pass or equivalent.



Literacy a

nd numeracy options

« QCAA General or Applied English/Mathematics subjects
e QCAA Short Course In Literacy/Numeracy

e Senior External Examination in a QCAA

English/Mat

e [nternationa
English/Mat

 Recognised

nematics subject

Baccalaureate examination in approved
nematics subjects

studies listed as meeting literacy/numeracy

requirements



Academic integrity

e Students must complete the QCAA’s academic integrity
course (or an equivalent course) to meet the
requirement.

« The QCAA academic integrity course (online format) is
available via the Student Portal on the myQCE website.

« The QCAA academic integrity course (alternative
format) is delivered by schools.

 An equivalent academic integrity course can be
developed by schools or a third-party provider.



QCE pathways
« The QCE is flexible.

 There is no single pathway - hundreds of
course combinations can lead to a QCE.

e A student’s pathway will depend on the
subjects and courses the school offers
and their individual goals.

» Typically, students will study six
subjects/courses across Years 11 and 12.




Tertiary entrance

 The main pathway to tertiary entrance is the attainment of
an ATAR.

e The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) replaced
the Overall Position (OP) in 2020.

* The ATAR Is used nationally to measure a student’s
position relative to other ATAR-eligible students.

 The Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC)
calculate and issue ATARS.



ATARS can be based on elther

* If a student is eligible for an ATAR in both categories, QTAC will use their highest ATAR.

Best 5 General subject results
OR

4 General subject results + 1 [ANeJeli{sle RS le] [l M=t 1]

OR

4 General subject results + a completed VET qualification at
Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) Certificate Il level

or above.



English as arequirement for ATAR eligibility

Satisfactory completion of a QCAA
English subject

IS required
for a student to be ATAR eligible
however

It IS not mandatory for this result to be
iIncluded in their ATAR calculations.

Can | get an ATAR with Essential English? YES — Check university course
prerequisites in QTAC Guide



How Is your ATAR calculated



Results and reporting

 Final results will be released at the end of Year
12 in student learning accounts on the myQCE
website.

e All students receive a senior statement from
QCAA

« Eligible students receive a QCE. Students can
keep working towards their QCE for 7 years
after learning account opens, however all
Sandgate District SHS students are to gain a
QCE/QCIA by Year 12.




Selection Rank

» Applicable to completed VET study at AQF certificate Il level
or higher

* Not all institutions will accept this and not for all courses

« Students must contact the universities they are interested In
to ascertain if this pathway Iis right for them

* You must still satisfy any relevant subject prerequisites or
other requirements for the course you are applying for



Best advice on subjects to select

Students should choose subjects that:
e they enjoy and have passion for
e they are good at

e are pre-requisites for the courses they
want to apply for

* they have achieved the required pre-
requisites to study:.

Do not pick subjects based on the teacher you like, what your friends are taking, what you
think is ‘easier’ or ‘harder’ or that you teacher or parent/carer said you should take it.
Consequences of wrong choices results in cohort subject offering.



Subject Course Guide

* Ensure you have read the description,
objectives, pathway and structure for each
subject

 What assessment techniques are used
(exams/assignments/oral presentations /percentage
of external exams)

e Factor in any additional costs for that subject
as these have to be paid in Term 1 of next
year.



AddlthnaI Costs Examples could include:

Calculator
Ingredients
Workbook
Camps
Excursions
Equipment

Located at the bottom of each subject title




Vocational Qualifications - Course Fees

You are paying for cost of qualifications to external
provider.

Payments must be paid by the required date
e Cert 3 in Fitness: $420

e Cert 3in Early Childhood: $200

e Diploma of Business: $899

These courses would be more expensive outside
of Sandgate District SHS (you do not pay for the
teaching)




Changes to VETIS funded courses

 Changes to government funded VET qualifications from January 2026
« Currently, students can enrol in one VETIS funded course.

e From January 2026, students can enrol in one Career Ready course at a
Certificate | or Il level from the Priority Skills List with specific training
organisations.

 From January 2026, students can undertake one Career Ready course OR
a school-based traineeship or apprenticeship. The Government is still
finalising this.

 When the Government finalises the Career Ready funding model, we will
communicate this to parents/carers via our school newsletter.



Pre-requisites (Page 15 and 16)

Subject Name S.Llfggee‘:t Pre-requisites Faculty Responsible Head of Department
Accounting General Cin Year 10 English and Mathematics Humanities Krista Cameron kcame3d@eq.edu.au
Ancient History General C in Year 10 English Humanities Krista Cameron kcame3d@eq.edu.au

. B average across the year in Year 10 Science, B in Year . ] . ] .
Biclogy General | 10 English and Mathematics *Consuitation with HoD befors Science Alison Zinserling  azins1@eq.edu.au
relaxation of English and Mathematics pre-requisite could ocour
Business General C in Year 10 English Humanities Krista Cameron kecame34d@eq.edu.au
certiicate ',':.'rg:‘aﬂ;?t{‘{]ﬁ""e VET C in Year 10 TMT/TES recommended Industrial Technology & Design | John Dillon jdill36@eq.edu.au
E;m‘ﬁse Il'in Engineering VET C in Year 10 TMT/TES recommended Industrial Technology & Design | John Dillon jdill36@eq.edu.au
E:T'}]‘IL‘;TSE Ilin Furniture Making VET il Industrial Technology & Design | John Dillon jdill36@eq.edu.au
Certificate Il in Tourism VET Nil Humanities Krista Cameron kocame34@eq.edu.au
Certificate Il in Active Volunteering | VET il Humanities Krista Cameron kcame3d@eq.edu.au
Certificate lIl in Business VET Cin Year 10 English Humanities Krista Cameron kocame3d@eq.edu.au
(Ejsgtl:fcji(t:?(}ﬁ 2!}5‘53:2’ Childhood VET Nil Senior Schooling Teresa Ryan tryan135@eq.edu.au
Certificate lll in Fitness VET Cin Year 10 English Human Movements Jon Hatch jhatc21@eq.edu.au
Certificate Il in Workplace Skills VET il Humanities Krista Cameron kocame3d@eq.edu.au
. B average across the year in Year 10 Science, B in Year ] ] . ] .
Chemistry General 10 English and Mathematics *Consultation with HoD before Science Alison Zinserling azins1@eq.edu.au
retaxation of English and Mathematics pre-requisite could ocour

Dance General C in Year 10 English and Dance (recommended) The Arts Ross Crear rgcrel@eq.edu.au
Design General C in Year 10 English Industrial Technology & Design | John Dillan jdill36@eq.edu.au
Digital Solutions General C in Year 10 English and Digital Solutions Information Technology Alastair Smith asmits20@eq.edu.au
Diploma of Business VET B in Year 10 English Humanities Krista Cameron kocame34@eq.edu.au
Drama General C in Year 10 English and Drama (recommended) The Arts Ross Crear rgcrel@eq.edu.au
Engineering General C in Year 10 Mathematics and Science Industrial Technology & Design | John Dillon jdill36@eq.edu.au
English General C average in each Term & Semester of Year 10 English English Steven Pender spend3@eq.edu.au
English as an Additional Language | General Entry by interview with HOD English Steven Pender spend3@eq.edu.au
Essential English Applied il English Steven Pender spend3@eq.edu.au
Essential Mathematics Applied il Mathematics ‘Susan Jones sjone167@eq.edu.au




Subject Choices - Myth Busting

Can certain subjects increase my ATAR?

NO. A student will maximise their ATAR by performing well in subjects
that they enjoy and are good at.

Is there a pattern of subjects that will guarantee a 99.95 ATAR?

NO. The ATAR is entirely data driven. If a student’s subject result
places them in the top percentile, then they will get a 99.95.

There are several subjects which scale well to enable this, however
the student must almost get perfect marks eg 97-100 out of 100 x 5



Subject Choices - Myth Busting

Should I pick all the hard subjects to get the best ATAR ?

NO. The ATAR is entirely determined by the cohort of students in that subject
across the school and state.

For example: Fishing 101

o If all the students in QLD perform really well in Fishing101 and in all their other
subjects, it scales well.

o If everyone believes taking Fishing101 will give them the best ATAR and they
do not perform well, then it won’t be scaled as well for that cohort or student.

» Fishing101 for you will be different to how it was for students last year and
student the year after you. It is all about your cohort

« If you pick Fishing1l01 and have to work harder at it which impacts all your
subjects, you are impacting your ATAR



An ATAR of 99.95

In Australia, achieving a perfect ATAR of 99.95 Is exceptionally rare and is

typically required for entry into a select few highly competitive university
courses.

These programs often have limited places and are in high demand, leading
to elevated selection ranks.

Number of Queensland Students Achieving a 99.95 ATAR

e 2025: 37 students out of 30,167 ATAR recipients (57,900+students)
« 2024 36 students out of 28,845 ATAR recipients

e 2023: 34 students out of 27,778 ATAR recipients

If you need a 99.95 ATAR — you need to have a follow up meeting with a
Guidance Officer and your Deputy Principal



2029 Year 10 Guide - QTAC

 |dentify possible university courses
 Identify the perquisites required

 Check if there are any additional requirements for entry, for
example: University Clinical Aptitude Test (UCAT), portfolios of
work, interviews and auditions

e Seek advice from Guidance Officer, as needed

* Indicative ATARs or lowest selection ranks from the
previous year are published by universities and admission
centres (QTAC June-August)



Indicative ATARS




Indicative ATARs — UO example




Indicative ATARs — USC example



Reasonable Adjustments and Access

Access arrangements and reasonable adjustments (AARA)

AARA are provided to minimise barriers for a student whose disability,
Impairment, medical condition or other circumstances affect their ability to read,
respond to or participate in assessment.

These barriers fall into broad categories: Miss Murphy — LEC HoD
* Long-term and chronic conditions

 Mental health conditions, such as anxiety and depression
e Short-term conditions and temporary injuries

* [lIness and misadventure. Mrs Oxley — Senior Schooling HoD



AARA Process

e Unit 1 and 2 — school process following QCAA
procedure

e Unit 3 and 4 — school submits to QCAA for decision
on long term and some other special cases.

« AARA Documents available on school website:

https://sandqgatedistrictshs.eq.edu.au/curriculum/senior-secondary

e External exams — must have documented evidence
from

e Get into a habit of collecting a medical certificate
for illness in Year 11 and 12.

* Most doctors are aware of the AARA process



https://sandgatedistrictshs.eq.edu.au/curriculum/senior-secondary
https://sandgatedistrictshs.eq.edu.au/curriculum/senior-secondary
https://sandgatedistrictshs.eq.edu.au/curriculum/senior-secondary

Senior Agreement

* Expectations of post compulsory

* No less than 90% attendance

* No unexplained absences

* No lateness to school or classes

* Engaging in learning (class/home)
 Draft and assessment due dates

 Equipment — including laptop
» Take advantage of support
« Satisfactory behaviour and effort

Not meeting the agreement?



Meaningful pathways for all students



General Subjects

» General subjects are the more academically rigorous subjects.
» There are pre-requisites that need to be met to enrol in these subjects.
« Contribute to an ATAR (university pathway).

*QCAA General subject assessment in Units 3 and 4.
 three internal assessments (set/marked by schools) in Units 3 and 4

* one external assessment (set/marked by the QCAA and held at the same time in schools
across Queensland)

* In Mathematics and Science subjects, the external assessment will
contribute 50% to the final subject result. In the other subject areas, the
external assessment will contribute 25% to the final subject result.



Applied Subjects

» Applied subjects are the more practical and hands-on subjects.

e There i1s no external assessment.

*QCAA Applied subject assessment in Units 3 and 4.

* Four internal assessments (set/marked by schools)

e Essential English and Essential Mathematics — one of the four is a
common internal assessment (set by the QCAA and marked by the

school)

e Lead to TAFE, training, or employment pathways



General Subjects

Ancient History Geography Physical Education
* Biology German Physics
* Business Japanese Psychology
o Chemistry Legal Studies Visual Art
 Dance General Mathematics English as an additional
» Design Mathematical Methods language (By invitation only)
» Digital Solutions Specialist Mathematics
« Drama Modern History
* Engineering Music
* English Music Extension

Applied Subjects

» Essential English Industrial Graphics e Science in Practice

» Essential Mathematics * Information and « Sport and Recreation
* Furnishing Skills Communication Technology <« Visual Arts in Practice
» Hospitality Practices * Media Arts in Practice



VET — Vocational Education and Training

Certificate Il in Fitness
Certificate Il in Workplace Skills
Certificate Il in Business
Diploma of Business

« Certificate Il in Automotive Vocational
Preparation

Certificate Il in Engineering Pathways
Certificate Il in Tourism

Certificate Il in Active Volunteering

Certificate Il in Early Childhood Education and
Care

Apprenticeships and Traineeships

e SATs (School-based traineeships and apprenticeships) may
contribute points towards QCE if units are successfully completed

* Regular school absences are involved with this pathway so a history
of excellent attendance and good organisation is a must.




University subjects

* Students may choose to participate in studying university
subjects while they are at school.

e Current programs include:
UniSc Headstart program

- ACU Uni Step-UP program

a8  UQ Enhanced Studies Program

W

See the Senior Schooling team for more information


https://www.qut.edu.au/study/options/start-qut#What_s_involved
https://www.usc.edu.au/study/courses-and-programs/headstart
https://www.acu.edu.au/about-acu/widening-participation/uni-step-up
https://esp.uq.edu.au/

Benefits of Work Experience

o Gain a better understanding of how classroom learning is applied in the workplace

» Develop a better understanding of the work environment and what employers expect
of their workers

» Explore possible career options

e Grow in confidence, maturity and self-reliance

* Develop increased motivation to continue study and/or undertake further training
* Develop a better understanding of career pathways into the world of work

* Improve their networks upon leaving school



Work Experience

« Students are able to undertake work experience
» Students organise their own host employer for their work experience

e Students must talk with Kylie Starr in AG10 so that all of the necessary paperwork
IS completed, and approval is given prior to the work experience

o School approval must be given before work experience can commence. This is

even if the work experience is to occur during school holidays or oustide of school
hours



Additional information

myQCE website: mygce.qcaa.qld.edu.au

myQCE Instagram: www.instagram.com/myqce

QCAA website: www.gcaa.qld.edu.au

QTAC website: www.qtac.edu.au

SDSHS Senior Secondary page: www.sandgatedistrictshs.eg.edu.au



https://myqce.qcaa.qld.edu.au/
http://www.instagram.com/myqce
http://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/
http://www.qtac.edu.au/
http://www.sandgatedistrictshs.eq.edu.au/

Where to from here?

Four step process to start Year 11
STEP 1 — Survey
« Students will receive a survey link this evening (8 June)

e Purpose of survey

* Determine level of engagement and understanding in SET
Planning and Career Education

* First stage of Subject Selection to begin timetable development —
Some subjects removed from SET Plan Subject List

= Use Subject Course Guide, Subject Videos and details from today
o Survey Closes 9am Tuesday 16 June (Next Tuesday)




Where to from here?

STEP 2 — Subject Selection
» Students develop their SET-P (Senior Education and Training Plan)

« Students complete subject selection In this process
* 6 subjects
2 alternate/additional preferences (and why? + comments)

e Subject Selection Opens on Monday 13 July 2026 (Day 1 of T3)
and closes on 9am Monday 20 July 2026



Where to from here?

STEP 3 — SET-Plan Meeting

Students and Parents/Carers complete SET-P process and finalise
subject selection for 2026 In meetings over 2 weeks from Monday
20 July 2026 to Friday 31 July 2026.

Certified Subject selections (where students meet all pre-
requisites) are used to generate subject lines.



Where to from here?

STEP 4 — Finalisation — Ready for Year 11.

e Year 11 subject selections are finalised during second half of term 3

* The following outcome from subject selection is possible for students:
» First 6 subjects as per their selections
» First 4 or 5 subjects and use of 1 or 2 alternate subject options

« Meet with DP - Timetabling to determine which alternate subject options can be
substituted

e Aiming to have first round of Year 11 subject selections by end of
September (published outside A105)



Timetable development considerations

e Clashes — Subjects on at the same time

 Insufficient numbers — cannot run a class

* Too many students for one class but insufficient for two classes
* Resourcing availability - facilities and specialised staff

How will you know and when?

- Guidance Officer / Deputy Principal / Senior Schooling HoD
will make contact if you need to make a change

- Contact will be made in the weeks after SET-P.
Check your emails every week (you may need to see me/contact me)



Key Contacts

Senior Schooling HoD Beth Oxley boxleO@eq.edu.au
Guidance Officers Christelle North cxnor3@eq.edu.au
Carla Esson cessol@eqg.edu.au

Anthony Tencati (on leave) atencO@eq.edu.au
Year Level Deputy Principal Rachel O’'Connor rocon104@eg.edu.au
Timetable Deputy Principal  Lyle Fredericksen Ifred11@eq.edu.au



SET Plan bookings open

Book using Booked (PTO) Instructions are in today's emaill
Booking Dates:

Monday 20 July — Friday 31 July 8am — 4pm

(Week 2 and 3 of Term 3)

Compulsory attendance for all students and at least one parent or carer

First in best dressed



SET Plan Preparation

SET Plan Preparation Activity

Term 2 Week 1 Students attended Explore your Future presentation
Term 2 Week 2 -4 Student completed Connect Career Education Lessons
Term 2 Week 4 - 6 Students watched Senior Schooling subject videos
Term 2 Week 7 Students attended Careers Expo
Term 2 Week 8 Students attended HOD Q and A session

Students attend Senior Subject Selection Night
Term 2 Week 9 Students complete subject survey
Term 2 Week 10 Students complete SET Plan in OneSchool

Term 3 Week 2 - 3 Complete SET Plan Interviews



How can parents and carers help?

* Review the Subject Course Guide together
e Have career / future conversations

* Check out the myfuture website together:
https://myfuture.edu.au/assist-your-child

 Read the newsletter
« Attend university and TAFE open days together
« Keep an open mind

 Come to the SET Plan interview with your SET Plan completed
In OneSchool.


https://myfuture.edu.au/assist-your-child
https://myfuture.edu.au/assist-your-child
https://myfuture.edu.au/assist-your-child
https://myfuture.edu.au/assist-your-child
https://myfuture.edu.au/assist-your-child

Conversations before SET Plan meeting

Conversation starter questions:

What are your current favourite subjects?

What are your 6 subject preferences and 2 back up subjects? Are there any costs involved with
those choices?

Do you want to look at TAFE @ school, school based traineeship or apprenticeship, or a
university subject while at school?

Do you want to go to university after school? What course and what are the prerequisites for the
course? Is there an alternative pathway into that course?

Are you ATAR eligible? Will you receive a selection rank for the VET courses you would like to
study? What will it be?

Have you spoken to the Guidance Officers at school?
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