
Welcome to 
Open Day
2025 for 2026



Welcome from our School Captains

Mia Abraham

School Captain
Partner Primary School:

Brighton State School

Maddyn Allison

School Captain
Partner Primary School:

Boondall State School

James Hanvey

Vice Captain
Partner Primary School:

Taigum State School

Belinda Minute

Vice Captain
Partner Primary School:

Norris Road State School



Welcome…

Mia Abraham

School Captain
Partner Primary School:

Brighton State School



Quality Care
• Student Support Team

• Deputy Principals, Year Level Coordinators and Connect 

teachers follow their students from Year 7 to 12

• Year 7 to 12 Wellbeing Program – Connect 

• Excellent student case management and support

• Learning Enhancement – Students with a Disability and 

Learning Support - Targeted curriculum support

• Primary School Transition Program 

• Parent Communication – progress, absence, wellbeing

• Extensive sporting, co-curricular and cultural 

opportunities

• Dedicated Student Culture, Performance and 

Engagement Heads of Departments



School Culture

ETHICS

OLYMPIAD

DEBATING
COMMUNITY

INTERNATIONAL

TOURS

INTERNATIONAL

TOURS

CULTURE NIGHT



My Year 7 Experience…

Don Newby
Partner Primary School:

Bald Hills State School



Clubs and Summits

Excelsior 

Summit

Swimming Carnival
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Our vision is to 
cultivate a 
community of 
lifelong learners 
and leaders, 
committed to 
excellence, 
personal growth, 
and positively 
impacting our 
evolving world.



My Year 7 Experience…

Lucia Wasley 
Partner Primary School:

Sandgate State School



Belonging, engagement and support!

SUPPORT

HUBADP

CROSS COUNTRY



Andy Stergou

School Principal

PowerPoint available Monday

- 25 Years with DoE across 3 schools

- Family

- Four years @ Sandgate

- Proud Principal

- Love my job!

- Love our school!



What makes our school GREAT!

• Continuous and exceptional performance 

• We are proud of our traditions and culture 

• Embrace change and continual improvement 

• High Performing Independent Public School 

• Broad and extensive opportunities from Year 7 to 12

• Innovative teaching and learning 

• Highly specialised, qualified and motivated staff

• We have fantastic students …



Our Focus Is Clear
CONNECTING | LEARNING | SUCCEEDING | PERFORMING

• Open and Transparent in what we do (Attend P&C)

• Consultation with our community (Surveys and Forums)

• We have delivered on what we set to achieve



Who Are Our Students? (Last 4 years)

• 40 - 50% go onto further study

• 33% go to into a Bachelor Degree

• 10% go into a double degree

• 10 % go into further VET courses

• 10% go into apprenticeships

• 27% into the workforce 

While at school:

• Early Childhood - full time positions

• Diploma of Business transition to University as alternative to ATAR

• University, Industry, and the wider community seek our students!

       We cater for all OUR students…



Quality Teaching
• Expert teaching staff – specialised subject areas 

• High number of QCAA Senior Leaders on staff 

• Digital Learning supported by laptops (Year 7 to 12) 

• Teachers embrace a culture of learning through ongoing professional 

development, self-reflection, observation and feedback 

• Consistent pedagogy through The New Art and Science of Teaching

• GRIN (Monash Uni) and Pre-teach lessons in Junior Maths

• Signature strategies (eg Writer’s Toolbox, literacy and numeracy strategies)

• Learning support and Inclusion – in-class support and Team Teaching

• Industry standard software, training and experiences



The Team Behind Your Child
• Year Level Deputy Principal (+ Executive Team) – follow cohort

• Year Level Coordinator (YLC) – follow cohort

• CONNECT Teachers (120min per week) – follow class

• Curriculum Head of Departments x 10

• Whole School Head of Departments x 3

• Head of Special Education (LEC – Learning Enhancement Centre

• Three Guidance Officers, Chaplain, School Nurse, EALD Coordinator, 

First Nations Community Education Counsellor AND Mocha and Chilli 

our two Therapy Dogs!

• Partnerships with external service providers and custom-built programs 

both in and out of school (eg Speech Pathologist)

• HoD Performance – Oversight of cultural groups and First Nation students

• Students Support Hub (GO Zone) and Learning Enhancement Centre



The Team Behind Your Child
PLUS:

- Expert Teachers

- Teacher Aides

Our School Profile:

• 160 staff

What is unique to SDSHS?

• Case Managers for ¼ of our 

students

• Academic Mentors for ¼ of 

our students

• Home Work Club open to all 

– Mon-Wed with qualified 

staff



Quality Facilities
• Modern Science Labs

• Centre for Creative Industries -  All The Arts in under one roof: 

 Drama, Dance, Music, Instrumental Music, Media Studies and Visual Arts 

• Trade Training Centre and Industrial Design Workshops 

• Hospitality Kitchens and Café 

• Multi-purpose sports centre, 2 x Ovals and 3 x new Courts, Athletics 

track (incl long-jump track), Pool and Gym

• Purpose Built Learning Enhancement Centre (Students with a disability)

• Student Support Hub – Student support services and wellbeing

• Resource Centre / Library

• eSport, robotics, design and computer labs 

• Technology rich classroom environments and all are air-conditioned

New ITD
2026/27



Our Expectations

• High standards and expectations of ourselves and 

our students…

  No apologies for high expectations

Our children deserve the very best!

• Student Presentation (uniform)

• Attendance and Engagement

• Study at Home Policy

• Behaviour (Student Code of Conduct)

• Commitment to … Striving for their personal best!

Enrolment Interview 1 Hour



What Will Your Student Study In Year 7?



Year 7 to 10 selective entry academic programs

Targeted towards enrichment (onwards) and extension (upwards). 

Based on the Australian Curriculum, the Excelsior Programs offer 

students the opportunity to develop:

• Higher order thinking skills

• Creativity, innovation and problem-solving skills

• Global citizenship, team building, collaborative and communication skills

• Competitions, excursions and unique learning opportunities

• Industry, business or university partnerships

Excelsior Summit Days

Latin Adverb - Ex-cel-si-or. 

Onwards and Upwards.



Excelsior Subjects
• Excelsior subject areas

• English

• Maths

• Science

• Humanities

• Entrance exam for entry into Year 7 Excelsior - $40 fee

• High level of achievement, effort, behaviour, collaboration 

and creativity to remain in program and annual 

application process

More information:

* Newsletters and Year 7 Subject Course Guide

EXCELSIOR ACADEMIC ENTRANCE EXAM

Sunday 15 June 2025 10.00am to 12.00pm

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL



Signature Programs
Music Excellence (extra-curricular)

• Tuesday 17 June 3.30pm

Athlete Development Program (within timetable)

• Wednesday 18 June 3.15pm

Dance Excellence (extra-curricular)

• Thursday 19 June 3:30pm

FAQ COMBINATIONS – You can apply for all Signature 

Programs e.g. Excelsior, ADP and Music OR Dance



Resources And Technology
• Student Resource Scheme (SRS) $250

• Every student has a laptop from Year 7 to Year 12

• School Laptop $300 per year (new laptop every 3 years)

• Own BYOD $100 per year



How To Enrol In Our School?
• Our school has an EMP (Enrolment Management Plan)

• Check our website for more details and the weblink to EdMap https://www.qgso.qld.gov.au/maps/edmap/ 

https://www.qgso.qld.gov.au/maps/edmap/
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What Happens Next?

• The EMP Committee Reviews all EOIs, as they come in and…  

• Eligible enrolments will be sent an offer of enrolment letter with the complete enrolment application 

package from 31 July 2025 (Week 3 Term 3)

• Instructions will be provided to book your enrolment interview (parent and student)

• Successful Signature Program applicants will be notified by mail with the above-mentioned documents 

from 31 July 2025* (Week 3 Term 3) – **Delays may occur if additional exam sessions required

• Parent/Carer and student will attend a group enrolment interview with a member of the Executive 

Team (1 hour) 

• Students with a Disability will have an enrolment interview with Parent/Carer and Head of Learning 

Enhancement - single student interviews. Inform Enrolment Officer if you need specialised interview by 

email.

• Check junk email / ensure address is correct at primary school (post and email) and follow Facebook



What if we are unsuccessful?

• Unsuccessful applications will be added to a waiting list in order of receipt

• Unsuccessful letters will be emailed and posted by the end of Term 3, 2024

• The waiting list will remain in place for the duration of 12 months

• In-catchment enrolments are processed prior to consideration of any out-of-catchment 

enrolments.

Please note: 

Emails for successful and unsuccessful applicants will be sent as they are processed. Some 

families will receive a letter before others. This is determined by the order of receipt of 

completed applications.

Please be sure to check your junk mail folder for emails from our school.



Why I Believe In Sandgate?
• Sandgate District State High School is a school of choice

• High Performing School – Academia, Culture and Sport

• Inclusive and multiculturally diverse school

• Our staff enrol their own children in our school 

• Staff from other schools enrol their children with us

• More opportunities due to the size of our school…but not too 

large that students get missed

• We proactively seek opportunities to improve our school through 

student and community voice

• We value communication and are open and transparent in all 

that we do

• We have great kids and people that work here!

          Our Alumni…



Some of our alumni…
• Susan Kiefel QC – Chief Justice of the High Court of Australia 

(the highest court in the Australian court hierarchy)

• Kerri-Anne Kennerley – Television presenter

• Courtney Act (Shane Jenek) – Australian Idol contestant and 

entertainer

• Leanne Coddington – Non-Executive Director, GAICD, Experience CEO

• Dame Lady Carol Kidu - Australian-born Papua New Guinean politician

• Finn Mawer – Bronze Medallist Esports- Birmingham Commonwealth 

Games 

• Jess Webster – Sports Broadcaster and Presenter

• Current Sandgate Staff

• 5 Teachers

• 5 Support Staff



Some of our alumni…
• Steph Wood – Netball (Captain Australian Diamonds)

• Jaclyn Narracott – Silver Medallist in the Skeleton (2021 

Winter Olympics)

• Jayson Bukuya – NRL player for the Cronulla-Sutherland 

Sharks and Fiji

• Ben Warren – AFL player (North Melbourne)

• Murray Davis – AFL Assistant Coach (Brisbane Lions)

• Liam Dawson – AFL player

• Joseph Daye – AFL player

• Danny Dickfos – AFL player

• Wendy Turnbull MBE – Tennis player

• Evie Long - WAFL Player



My Year 7 Experience…

Marlia Wort
Partner Primary School:

Nashville State School



Transition to high school

DANCE 

EXCELLENCE

YEAR 7 CAMP



Thank you…

Maddyn Allison

School Captain
Partner Primary School:

Boondall State School



Opportunities

ETHICS

OLYMPIAD

ATHLETE DEVELOPMENT

PROGRAM



QUALITY PROGRAMS & PATHWAYS
• Comprehensive curriculum - Australian Curriculum and QCE

• Exceptional Student Leadership program and opportunities

• University Partnerships and First Year Studies - UQ, QUT, USC, ACU

• Academic Extension/Enrichment -  Excelsior 

• Excellence Programs in Music and Dance

• Athlete Development Program (ADP)

• Academy of Sport – AFL and Rugby League Development Programs

• Connect @ Sandgate (Wellbeing, Life Skills and Values Education) 

• School based pathway options in Senior Phase – TAFE, VET, School Based Traineeships 

and Apprenticeships - Formula Student Program

• Sport – Interschool, Intraschool, District, State and National (AOS)

• Inclusion – Learning Enhancement Centre

• House spirit through House Cup



THANK YOU
If you have any questions or 

need to email forms back,  

please use our enrolments email 
enrol@sandgatedistrictshs.eq.edu.au 

For Updates:

Follow our Facebook, Newsletter 

and Website for updates.

Executive Assistant

and Enrolment Officer:

3869 9850 

Raffle Draw
STAMP

mailto:enrolments@sandgatedistrictshs.eq.edu.au
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